
As I talk to more patients I find similar 
stories of hardship and gratitude. 

While for now the care is outside, 
in the dirt—rain or shine—in a few 
months ASMP will erect a new clinic 
specifically for treatment of tubercu-
losis and infectious diseases. It will 
mean that the patients with communi-
cable disease will be cared for inside 

and less 
likely to 
spread 
disease 
to others. 
This is a 
vital step 
in reduc-

ing the spread of tuberculosis. 

Getting Ready

Even though many are sick, a group of 
patients work with machetes and hoes 
to clear weeds from the new clinic site. 
It only took one morning.  

The clinic has been prefabricated and 
soon will ship from Nairobi, Kenya. 
Our goal is to begin construction in 
January 2020. 

While the structure itself has been paid 
for, many of the needed components 
including the solar-electric system, 
beds, wheelchairs, diagnostic equip-
ment, mobility carts (for spinal TB 
patients), latrines, a water tower, and 
so much more still needs to be funded.

Now is the time. Your help is needed.
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Tomorrow, when I visit the TB patients, 
I will tell them the “Alaska Team” has 
their back. We will fulfill our promise 
and continue the life saving and life 
changing work in South Sudan.

“Ce Goa” 

In Old Fangak, ASMP is synonymous 
with “hope.” When I tell villagers “I’m 
from Alaska,” the smiles widen, the 
hugs are stronger, the gratitude is 
unmeasurable. Thanks go to you. Your 
gifts are a continued blessing here. In 
Nuer they say “ce goa.” Thank you. 

5 year old 
Nyaleat has 
spinal TB. 
She will need 
9 months of 
treatment.

Currently Old Fangak has around 170 
tuberculosis patients.

  Field Report by Todd Hardesty
  ASMP Executive Director

Nyathak is four years old. 
She holds her green cup, 
waiting for her name to 
be called. Once she takes 
her pills, she will also get 
some sugar—like the song 
goes “it makes the medi-
cine go down.” Nyathak is 
among the dozens of men, 
women and children who 
have tuberculosis and are 
in treatment in Old Fangak. 

Nyador sits nearby, her 
head covered by a blue 
scarf. She came here in 
April from a village a day’s 
walk away. She says the 
TB makes her tired. She 
is nearing the end of her 
treatment which for pul-
minary TB usually takes 6 
months.

Holding her child is Nyadaing. Her daughter 
has tuberculosis. 

Her name, Nya-
daing, means 
she was “born 
in a time where 
there was a lot of 
trouble.” 

To get to Old Fan-
gak Nyadaing first 
walked with her 
children four days 
to reach the Pho 
river. Then she 
built a raft made 
of grass to float 

with the current three more days to reach the 
only place in this region for treatment of TB.  
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A patient waits for treatment at Old 
Fangak. 

Since it’s opening, the ASMP medical 
clinic has hosted multiple organiza-
tions, treating thousands of patients. 
It continues to be a vital part of the 
health care system in Old Fangak.

In the coming months, ASMP will be 
building a new clinic to treat patients 
with tuberculosis—continuing our 
commitment to bring health and hope 
to this community.

When the ASMP boat pulled ashore, 
ten minutes down river from Old 
Fangak, we were met by the women 
of Wangnyanuor.  This village is a 30 
minute walk inland.  A place where 
refugees from the recent civil war are 
being encouraged to settle.

The woman divide the drilling equip-
ment into pieces they can carry, on 
their heads, then are off. 

Our plan is to drill two boreholes this 
December.  Both will be for villages 
with many refugees.  Village elders 
and the local government have identi-
fied these areas as most in need of a 
source of clean drinking water.

Our ASMP drilling team, with their 
“Alaska Team” shirts and coveralls 
were eager to get to work. As this is 
being written the drilling rod is already 
half way to the water table 45 meters 
below the ground. 

We are able to drill these wells due to 
the success of Wine to Water which 
raised over $47,000. We also have re-
ceived many private donations includ-
ing a $5,000 grant from the Allegretti 
Foundation. For all of your generosity 
we are thankful. Your gifts are being 
put to immediate use here in South 
Sudan.

Every day we receive new requests 
from villages in this part of South 
Sudan which have no clean drinking 
water. Our challenge, and commit-
ment, is to bring our Alaska spirit, our 
resolve, and our caring hearts to this 
great need. 

TB Patient in Old Fangak.


